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                        6,500 Migrants Died Since Qatar Was Named World Cup Host
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by Niall McCarthy,
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                            Qatar
                        



As Qatar gears up to host the 2022 World Cup, an investigation by The Guardian has found that thousands of migrant workers have died in the country over the past decade. Since Qatar was unexpectedly awarded the hosting rights for soccer's biggest tournament, more than 6,500 migrant laborers from five countries in south Asia have died. The Guardian noted deaths among workers from India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka between 2011 and late 2020 with 12 dying each week on average during that time period. The true death toll is likely to be significantly higher given that the analysis did not include deaths from other countries known to send large numbers of workers to Qatar such as Kenya and the Philippines. 
Like other countries in the region such as Saudi Arabia and the UAE, Qatar is highly reliant on migrant workers, the majority of whom tend to voluntarily come from Asia and parts of Africa. Qatar's population stood at 2.6 million in 2017, of which 313,000 were Qatari citizens and 2.3 million were migrant workers. The country has been plagued by allegations of human rights abuse and labor violations for years with international organizations consistently reporting that migrant laborers have been subject to serious exploitation and abuse. According to the U.S. state department, expatriate workers face conditions equivalent to involuntary servitude with some labor violations taking the form of beatings, sexual assault, restrictions on freedom of movement as well as the witholding of salaries. 
Qatar has undertaken a massive construction program to prepare for the World Cup including building seven stadiums, a new airport as well as broad additions to its public transportation network. Due to the fact that occupational fatalities are not categorized by role and place of work, The Guardian could only directly attribute 37 deaths to stadium construction work. It is likely that a significant portion of total deaths in the analysis occurred on projects related to the World Cup. Causes of death noted in official records range from blunt trauma to asphyxia and hanging but the most common one is "natural death". Often attributed to heart of respiratory failute, this cause of death usually has no legitimate medical explanation and may be linked to Qatar's harsh climate. 
The Guardian relied on government sources for the research and it shows that 2,711 workers from India died in Qatar between 2011 and 2020 , while 1,641 Nepali workers also died, in addition to just over a thousand from Bangladesh. Pakistan's embassy in Qatar also stated that 824 of its citizens died working in the country over the last decade or so. Qatar's government has not disputed the figures, even stating that the number of deaths is proportional to the size of the migrant workforce. The pandemic has not played a considerable role in deaths. The rate of infection has remained low in Qatar with around 250 people dying from the disease so far.
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                                        This chart shows deaths of South Asian migrants in Qatar from 2011 to late 2020.
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                    under the Creative Commons License CC BY-ND 3.0, may be used
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                    non-commercial websites. Use is, however, only permitted with
                    proper attribution to Statista. When publishing one of these graphics,
                    please include a backlink to the respective infographic URL.
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                    The Statista "Chart of the Day" currently focuses
                    on two sectors: "Media and Technology", updated
                    daily and featuring the latest statistics from the media,
                    internet, telecommunications and consumer electronics
                    industries; and "Economy and Society", which
                    current data from the United States and around the
                    world relating to economic and political issues as well as
                    sports and entertainment.
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Do you still have questions?

                    Feel free to contact us anytime using our contact form or visit our FAQ page.
                


                Your contact to the Infographics Newsroom            


                                            Felix Richter
                                    

                            Data Journalist
                        

                                        felix.richter@statista.com
                                    
                                                                    +49 (40) 284 841 557
                                                            












                        Statista Content & Design
                    

                        Need infographics, animated videos, presentations, data research or social media charts?
                    
More Information




                                The Statista Infographic Newsletter
                            

                                Receive a new up-to-date issue every day for free
                            


	
                                        Our infographics team prepares current information in a clear and understandable format

	
                                        Relevant facts covering media, economy, e-commerce, and FMCG topics

	
                                        Use our newsletter overview to manage the topics that you have subscribed to








                                    Get newsletter
                                

















	Home
	About Statista
	Career
	Contact
	Help & FAQ
	Report Bug
	Privacy
	Cookie settings
	Imprint


Menu
	
                        Prices & Access
                    
	
                    Popular Statistics
                
	
                    Industries
                
	
                    Daily Data
                
	
                    Content & Design projects
                
	
                    Research projects
                
	
                        AskStatista
                    

	
                                statista.de
                            
	
                                statista.es
                            
	
                                statista.fr
                            












